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CHAPTEE VL

Arnold cf Brescia.

BEBNARD had triumphed over the intellectual insur-
rection against the authority of the Church ; but there
was a rebellion infinitely more dangerous, at least in its
immediate consequences, brooding in the minds of men:
the more formidable because more popular, the more
imminent because it appealed at once to the passions
and the plain vulgar sense of man. To judge from the
number of his disciples, Abdlard's was a popular move-
ment; that of Arnold was absolutely, avowedly demo-
cratic ; it raised a new class of men, and to them trans-
ferred at once power, authority, wealth. There was an
ostensible connexion between these two outbursts of
freedom, which at first sight might appear independent
of, almost incongruous with, each other, except in their
common hostility to the hierarchical system. Arnold of
Brescia was a hearer of Abelard, a pupil in his revo-
lutionary theology or revolutionary philosophy, and
aspired himself to a complete revolution in civil affairs:
he was called, as has been seen, the armour-bearer of
the giant Abelard. The two were even more nearly
allied in their kindred origin. Monasticism was the
common parent of both. The theory of monasticisnu
which was acknowledged even by most of the clergy
themselves to be the absolute perfection of Christianity,
its true philosophy, was in perpetual and glaring con-
tradiction with the actual visible state of the clergy and